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Berka Ciirtiksu Cavusogly, architect

Trained in your field at Yildiz
Technical University, you’ve
been an architect since 2000.
What led you to pursue
architecture as your
profession?

I'veloved tosketchand design
buildings ever since | wasa child.
Plus, Legos were my favourite toys.
My mother would give them tome
knowing they'd keep me quiet for
hoursonend.

Were there any architectsin
the family?

No. My father and mother are both
pharmacists. Idon’t haveany
relatives with any particular interest
inarchitecture or construction, and
in fact when I first expressed my
thoughts about being an architect,
my family was surprised.
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What continues to make the
field appealing to you?
Indesigningany kind of living or
work space, there are certain details
thatshape the process of design,
starting, of course, with what
specific purpose the space will be
used for-isitgoingtobea
residential home, an office, a school,
atheatre? And soon. Other
important questions are: How many
people will be using the space? Will
the space be used for any hobbies?
Will there beany children or perhaps
elderly parents living there? Will
there be a kitchen, a dining room?
How many chairs will the dining
room tablehave? A building should
be used for what it was built for, with
aneedslistdrawn up from the start,
sotheseare the kinds of details that
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need to be taken into consideration in
undertaking a project.

If you're designing a building ina
city like Istanbul, it's important to
consider whetherit's goingtobein
harmeny with the surrounding
architectural structures. By this[
don't mean that you should build
something similar, but that you
should create something that stands
out justenough and insucha way as
tomake the surrounding buildings
look good too.

Theseare someof the challenges
of architecture that have madeitso
appealing tome.

Have youread The
Fountainhead?

Yes, Thave, and llikedit. It was
abouta highly idealistic but
ultimately successful architect who
never conceded from his principles of
professional and personal integrity.
It'sanattitude that's not so easy to
maintain in the real world, because in
the real world, the client’s priorities
take precedence over your own. The
Fountainhead made the important
point thatarchitecture should be
driven by aestheticsasmuchasbya
sense of function, because
architecturealsois, infact, anart,
Thearchitect in The Fountainhead
achieved success on the basis of his
insistence that aesthetics and
function canand should be mutually
inclusive to the process of
architectural design.

What are some of the major
challenges and frustrations
you face as an architectin
Istanbul?

Themostsignificant challengeisthat
peopledon’talways give the
professionits due value. Someseem to
think that being anarchitectis
something you cansimply beat will,
withoutany training or experiencein
thefield. Justaslamnot capableof
managing an investment fund, 2 hair
stylist,say, isn'tequipped tocreatear
carry outarchitectural designsina
way atall comparablewitha
professional architect. Tobea
professional architect means tobeable
toofferanexpert'sarchitectural skill
and insight ata more favourablerate
thanan amateur and tomake more
efficientuseof the space in question.
Thereis value to that —but one that

many don'tseemtobeawareof,

But then there are the
rewards...

[t’s thrilling at the end when
everything’s finished, whetherit'sa
house or a school or an office... the
senseof satisfaction is indescribable,
having carried outa project fromits
inception tothe handing-over of the
key and to be thanked for a job well
done.

Which project have you enjoyed
working on most so far?

I'd have tosay it was the Istanbul
Culinary Institute project, which isin
anareaof Istanbul made up of
historical architecture and therefore
very representative of thecity. The
square opposite the building is going
tobe designed by the famous
architect, Frank Gehry. We obtained
acomplete list of the building’s
functions before we began to work on
the design and chose tomakeita
steel construction, whichisn't so
common for Istanbul. The client was
very knowledgeable about the
functions of a culinary institute so
the information exchange during the
design stage was perfect. [t wasa
very satisfying project allaround for
both myselfand my partner,
Teoman Basaran. [ hope the
students and the visitorsenjoy it, too.
Iwould also like to add that the
Bevoglu municipality was very
sensitive to the need to choose a form
of architecture that would dojustice
to the distinetive nature of the area,
and they deserve recognition for
that.

What are your thoughts on
urban design in Istanbul?
Urban design of courseisa sub-
category of architecture —and
something that Istanbul
unfortunately lacks. [remember
when [ took urban design in college;
my initial reaction was that the
professor was off hisnut and that the
subject wasirrelevant. But Istanbul
isacity where it couldn’t be more
relevant. So much of construction
takes placeillegally and withoutany
regard whatsoever for the politics—
let alone the aesthetics —of the space
the city’s inhabitants share.
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